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North of Tyne 
Area Prescribing Committee 

 
Summary of decisions made regarding new product requests considered at a meeting of the 
Committee on Tuesday 13th January 2015. 
 
Classification of products: 
R = ‘RED’ drugs for hospital use only 

A = ‘AMBER’ drugs suitable for use under Shared Care arrangements 

B = ‘BLUE’ drugs initiated in secondary care where an information sheet for GPs is recommended 

 
 

Product Decision Comments/notes 
 Approved Refused Deferred  

1) Requests deferred from previous meetings 

No new deferrals     

2) New Requests 

Natamycin 5% eye 
drops (Natacyn®) 

 
 

R 
 

  Natamycin 5% eye drops (licensed in the USA) have 
been requested to allow prompt treatment of fungal 
eye infections with a ready-made, commercially 
available preparation. Currently amphotericin or 
voriconazole eye drops are used. These are 
unlicensed specials and there is a 2 or 3 day delay 
before treatment can be commenced as these are 
made to order. Natamycin 5% eye drops are 
currently first line at Moorfields Eye Hospital and the 
intention is to initiate patients on natamycin before 
transferring onto amphotericin or voriconazole eye 
drops, if required. 

Decision: The request for natamycin 5% eye drops 
was approved as a red, hospital only drug. 

 

Potassium Chloride 
1mmol/ml 
Carbohydrate free 
oral solution 

 
 
R 
 

  Carbohydrate free potassium chloride oral solution 
has been requested for a small number of children 
with intractable epilepsy being treated with a 
ketogenic diet. These restricted diets may not have 
adequate potassium and the carbohydrate load from 
the licensed oral potassium preparation is too large 
for some children.  
 
Decision: The request for potassium chloride 
carbonate free oral solution was approved as a red, 
hospital only drug. 
 

3) New formulations & extensions to use 

Dexamethasone 
injection  

   Following recent reformulations with changes in 
name, concentration, storage conditions and 
presentation a statement will be added to the 
formulary to convey the changes and prevent 
confusion. 
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Product Decision Comments/notes 
 Approved Refused Deferred  

 

4) NHS England Specialised Services communications noted and endorsed by APC 

SSC1456 - NICE 
Technology 
Appraisal 322: 
Lenalidomide for 
treating 
myelodysplastic 
syndromes 
associated with an 
isolated deletion 5q 
cytogenetic 
abnormality 

 
 
R 
 
 

  NHS England position noted 

SSC 1461 - NICE 
Technology 
Appraisal 321: 
Dabrafenib for 
treating unresectable 
or metastatic BRAF 
V600 mutation-
positive melanoma 

 
 
R 
 

  NHS England position noted 

SSC 1464 Multiple 
Sclerosis Risk 
Sharing Scheme: 
Price Increase for 
Glatiramer Acetate 
(Copaxone made by 
Teva)” 

   NHS England position noted 

SSC 1465: Excess 
Treatment Costs 
Associated with 
AML18 and AML19 

   NHS England position noted 

5) Products considered by NICE 

TA323 
Erythropoiesis 

‑‑‑‑stimulating agents 
(epoetin and 
darbepoetin) for 
treating anaemia in 
people with cancer 
having 
chemotherapy 
(including review of 
TA142)   

 

 
 
R 
 

  The formulary will reflect the TAG. 

TA325 Nalmefene for 
reducing alcohol 
consumption in 
people with alcohol 
dependence   

S   The formulary will reflect the TAG. 

Prescribing should be undertaken by a specialist 
clinician who is providing the appropriate  
psychosocial support required to achieve best 
outcomes. 
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Product Decision Comments/notes 
 Approved Refused Deferred  

TA326 Imatinib for 
the adjuvant 
treatment of 
gastrointestinal 
stromal tumours 
(review of NICE 
technology appraisal 
guidance 196) 

 
 
R 
 

  The formulary will reflect the TAG.  

TA327 Dabigatran 
etexilate for the 
treatment and 
secondary 
prevention of deep 
vein thrombosis 
and/or pulmonary 
embolism   

   The formulary will reflect the TAG. 

TA328 Idelalisib for 
treating follicular 
lymphoma that is 
refractory to 2 prior 
treatments 
(terminated appraisal 
due to no evidence 
submission being 
received)   

 
  The formulary will reflect the TAG. 

6) Northern (NHS) Treatment Advisory Group (N-TAG ) 

Verteporfin with 
photodynamic 
therapy for chronic 
serous central 
retinopathy (re-
review) 

 
   

Biologic drugs for 
treatment-refractory 
moderately to 
severely active 
ulcerative colitis 
(UC) in younger 
patients. 

 
   

Sativex® oramucosal 
spray for the 
management of non–
MS pain. 
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Product Decision Comments/notes 
 Approved Refused Deferred  

7) Appeals against earlier decisions by the APC 

Avanafil    Approved subject to the following: 

• The use of avanafil should be strictly limited to 
second line use after intolerance to, or failure of, 
sildenafil. There should be no first line use based 
on perceived benefits in terms of onset or duration 
of action. There was no direct evidence available 
to confirm clinical superiority v sildenafil. 

• The Medicines Guidelines and Use subcommittee 
of the APC will be asked to audit 
phosphodiesterase type 5 (PDE5) inhibitor use 
across the economy in 12 months’ time to ensure 
that the place in therapy and cost savings 
projected have been realised. 

• The approval for this agent will be reviewed if  the 
price of tadalafil becomes lower than the price of 
avanafil. 

8) Miscellaneous decisions by the APC 

Review of calcium 
and vitamin D3 
preparations 

See 
notes 

  Following a review of calcium and vitamin D3 
preparations the following was agreed: 

• Accrete D3
® caplets as first line preaparation 

• Evacal D3
®
 tablets as a chewable option as 

second line and also to be used in patietns 
with peanut and soya allergy 

• Calfovit® sachets to remain on formulary 

• Calcichew D3 Forte® and Adcal D3
® to be 

removed from the formulary  
 

Chlorhexidine 
solutions. 

See 
notes 

  Following the recent MHRA drug safety updates, a 
warning will be added to the formulary as a reminder 
of the risk of chemical burns in premature infants 

INR testing    Coagucheck XS and INRatio2 test strips to be added to the 
formulary in order to meet the requirements of NICE 
diagnostics guidance [DG14] Published date: September 
2014 

 


