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North of Tyne 

Area Prescribing Committee 
 

Summary of decisions made regarding new product requests considered at a meeting of the 
Committee on Tuesday 14th January 2014. 
 
Classification of products: 
R = ‘RED’ drugs for hospital use only 

A = ‘AMBER’ drugs suitable for use under Shared Care arrangements 

B = ‘BLUE’ drugs initiated in secondary care where an information sheet for GPs is recommended 

 

Product Decision Comments/notes 
 Approved Refused Deferred  

1) Requests deferred from previous meetings 

None     

2) New Requests 

Granisetron 
3.1mg/24 hours 
transdermal patches 
(Sancuso®) 

  
 

     Granisetron patches have been requested for use in 
patients to prevent chemotherapy induced nausea 
and vomiting in multi-day chemotherapy regimens to 
replace palonosetron capsules. It was indicated that 
this item could be discussed at the next cancer 
network clinical group meeting.  
Decision: The request for granisetron patches was 
deferred until the matter is discussed at the next 
cancer network clinical group meeting in February 
2014. 

Azarga® eye drops 
(brinzolamide 1% / 
timolol 0.5%) 
 

  
 

 Azarga® has been requested for the treatment of 
intra-ocular pressure in patients with open-angle 
glaucoma or ocular hypertension. It was intended that 
this would replace Cosopt® eye drops. It was noted 
that this would lead to significant cost pressures in 
primary care as generic versions of Cosopt® are 
used in the majority of patients. Whilst the adverse 
effects of Azarga® are favourable compared to 
Cosopt®, the additional cost made a switch extremely 
prohibitive   
Decision: The request for Azarga® should be 
rejected on the grounds that there are more cost 
effective options  available on the formulary for use in 
this cohort of patients. 

3) New formulations & extensions to use 

Rifaximin 550mg 
Tablets (Targaxan®) 

   
See 
notes 

 

Rifaximin 550mg tablets have recently been licensed 
for the prophylaxis of hepatic encephalopathy. This 
preparation is cheaper than the “off label” use of the 
200mg tablets. It was considered appropriate to 
change the status from red to blue to allow for care to 
be transferred to GP’s once patients had been 
stabilised. It was however noted that NICE are 
currently reviewing rifaximin for this indication. 
Decision: The request for rifaximin 550mg tablets 
was approved but the status change from red to blue 
to allow for prescribing in primary care will be 
reviewed once the outcome of guidance from NICE is 
known. 
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Product Decision Comments/notes 
 Approved Refused Deferred  
Ciclosporin eye 
drops 0.06% 
 

 
 

R 

  Ciclosporin eye drops (0.06%) have been requested 
for use in patients with keratoconjunctivitis for 
patients who cannot tolerate the 0.2% eye ointment. 
Decision: The request for ciclosporin 0.06% eye 
drops should be approved subject to it being a red 
drug. The 2% eye drops will be removed from the 
formulary. 

Calcium Acetate 
667mg capsules 
(PhosLo®) 

   PhosLo® has been requested for the prevention and 
treatment of hyperphosphataemia in dialysis patients. 
Patients have reported difficulty in swallowing 
Phosex® (calcium acetate 1g tablets) due to the 
tablets being uncoated and having an unpalatable 
smell, leading to poor compliance. PhosLo® is a 
calcium acetate tablet contained within a gelatin 
capsule. These are cost neutral compared to 
Phosex®. 
Decision: The request for PhosLo® was approved 
subject to it remaining cost neutral compared to 
Phosex®. 

 

4) Products considered by NESCG and decisions endorsed by APC 

 

Aztreonam lysine 
(nebulised) 

 R   Decision: Approved in line with NHS England 
Specialised commissioning criteria. 

5) Products considered by NICE 

TA298:Choroidal 
neovascularisation 
(pathological 
myopia) - 
ranibizumab  

 R   Decision: The formulary will reflect the NICE 
position. 

TA299:Leukaemia 
(chronic myeloid) – 
bosutinib – negative 
appraisal 

   Decision: The formulary will reflect the NICE 
position. 

TA300:Hepatitis C 
(children and young 
people) - 
peginterferon alfa 
and ribavirin 

   R   Decision: The formulary will reflect the NICE 
position. 

TA301:Diabetic 
macular oedema - 
fluocinolone 
acetonide intravitreal 
implant (rapid review 
of TA271) 

   R   Decision: The formulary will reflect the NICE 
position. 

TA302: Juvenile 
idiopathic arthritis 
(systemic) - 
canakinumab 
(terminated 
appraisal) 

   Noted 
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Product Decision Comments/notes 
 Approved Refused Deferred  

CG172:Myocardial 
infarction: secondary 
prevention  

   Formulary to be updated to reflect that the omega-3 
preparations are for hypertriglycerideamia only and 
no longer for myocardial infarction. Consultation to 
take place on the continued need of the omega-3 
preparations for hypertriglycerideamia. 

6) Appeals against earlier decisions by the APC 

Nalmefene 
(Selincro®) 18mg 
tablets 

   Nalmefene use was considered and rejected in Nov 
13. It had been requested for use in adult patients 
with alcohol dependence that have a high drinking 
risk level without physical withdrawal symptoms who 
do not require immediate detoxification but who 
require a reduction of alcohol consumption. The 
group had concerns over the effectiveness of 
nalmefene compared to counselling alone and it was 
felt that the reductions achieved with the addition of 
nalmefene did not justify the significant additional 
expenditure. It was also noted that the commissioning 
for alcohol services is undertaken by local authority 
public health.  
An appeal was lodged with the APC within the 
required timescale but it has now been agreed that 
this will be considered by the newly formed Regional 
group (NTAG) in February rather than locally. 

7) Miscellaneous decisions by the APC 

Desogestrel 
75microgram 
(Cerelle®) combined 
oral contraceptive 

   A branded generic version of desogestrel 
75microgram tablets is now available which will lead 
to cost savings across North of Tyne if used instead 
of Cerazette®.  
Decision: An umbrella statement will be added to the 
formulary that will allow branded generics to be used, 
in accordance with APC guidance, without them 
being formally listed. 

Proxymetacaine 
0.5% and fluorescein 
0.25% Combined 
Minims® 

   This product has been discontinued by the 
manufacturer. It has been requested that lidocaine 
4% and fluorescein 0.25% Minims® be used a 
replacement. 
Decision: The request for lidocaine 4% and 
fluorescein 0.25% Minims® was approved. 

Ibuprofen gel 5%    Ibuprofen gel has been requested to be added to the 
formulary  as there is little difference in efficacy with 
piroxicam and it is slightly cheaper.  
Decision: The request for ibuprofen gel was 
approved and piroxicam gel will be removed from 
formulary. 

Vitamin B compound 
strong (nicotinamide 
20mg, pyridoxine 
hydrochloride 2mg, 
riboflavin 2mg & 
thiamine 
hydrochloride 5mg 
per tablet) 

   

 

A request for removal of this product had been 
submitted by commissioners as it is no longer 
considered appropriate use of NHS resources. It has 
now been highlighted that there is still a potential role 
in refeeding syndrome. A decision was deferred to 
seek clarity on this.  

 


